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summary

A new media pioneer, Bob spent nearly two decades as a newspaper journalist before helping launch a series of ventures involving online news and sports content; broadband Internet services; and database-driven, web-based business applications.

Diverse experience - including news publication management, care and feeding of online communities, database-driven investigative reporting, multimedia content creation and new business development - provides a strong foundation for understanding the big picture, fully grasping the opportunities and solving the challenges associated with web-based operations and new media companies. 

Career Highlights:

· 1987-’88: Team leader who successfully turned failing San Diego business journal into profitable publication.

· 1989-’93: Applied techniques developed at weekly business journals to highly competitive newspaper war, contributing to effort that saw small family paper vanquish Gannett-owned rival to become Arkansas’ only state-wide daily.

· 1994: Founded Arkansas’ first computer-assisted reporting program and garnered various local and regional public-service awards for resulting investigative reports.  

· 1997: Key player in the launch of Cox Interactive Media online news venture in Phoenix, originally designed to compete with Arizona Republic.

· 1999: Served as webmaster, online editor and business development director in start up of Time Warner’s Roadrunner broadband division in Houston.

· 2002: Founded Datajuice Inc. (now Aptia Systems), a provider of web-enabled, database-driven applications to clients including Chevron, MD Anderson Cancer Center and others in Houston’s petroleum and medical industries. 

· 2005: Conceived and created web-only news venture dedicated solely to providing local news to residents of Fort Bend County, Texas, one of America’s fastest-growing and wealthiest counties. A prototype database-driven web publication designed for fast and easy content updating and commercial ad delivery, FortBendNow was sold in 2007.    

RECENT experience

RIVEREDGE VENTURES INC.,   Richmond, Texas

2009 to Present

President

Web development, digital media and communications consulting firm.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS LLC, Houston, Texas

2007 - 2009

Editorial Director

Provided editorial services and consulting for Houston-based operator of FortBendNow and other local online news web sites.

FortBendNow Inc., Richmond, Texas                                                                                               2005 - 2007

President and Publisher

Oversaw all operations at local online news publication in Fort Bend County, Texas. Provided breaking news reports on local government, schools, politics, police and business. Grew audience from nothing to more than 100,000 monthly page views.

DATAJUICE INC., Houston, Texas                                                                                               2002 - 2004


Chief Executive Officer

Houston software company specializing in database-driven web-based applications for the petroleum and medical fields. Company became debt-free and profitable within five months; first-year revenue exceeded $500,000, annual sales topped $1 million by end of second year. 

TIME-WARNER Roadrunner Division, Houston, Texas                                                                                                   1998 - 2001                                                                                                                                  Business Development, Webmaster & Online Editor

Responsible for business development, online editing, web content creation and production at this broadband Internet start-up venture. Negotiated content and revenue sharing partnerships, developed web-based Internet content tools, oversaw creation of new content areas, developed client and server-side interactive content products. 

COX INTERACTIVE MEDIA, Phoenix, Ariz.                                                                                    1996 - 1998                                                                                                                                      Senior Producer

Responsible for daily content creation and production operations at Cox online news start-up www.AccessArizona.com. Managed content producers, freelance producers, writers and reporters; determined content mix and coordinated news, investing, technology and sports coverage; created new content areas; tested and refined new online production tools.

